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INTERNI Serie Oro (Gold Series)
ICON MAKERS - December 2017

ICON MAKERS - 100 Italian stories and visions 
at Salone del Mobile.Milano Shanghai, 23.11.2017
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5 December 2017, h. 10.30 am

Design Talk
ICON MAKERS 
100 Italian stories and visions 
a conversation with 
Giulio Cappellini, Rene Gonzalez, Carola Hinojosa, Nasir Kassamali and Piero Lissoni

After the first International preview of the volume ICON MAKERS at Salone del Mobile.Milano Shanghai 
on November 23, INTERNI proposes a focus on the protagonists of the project, shifting the attention 
from the designers to the people that work behind the scenes and have a key role in the innovation 
and international success of Made in Italy furnishing brands as well as in the evolution of taste 
and design. 

Communicators, entrepreneurs, photographers and creative talents in the broader sense 
of the term are the subjects of ICON MAKERS, the third volume of INTERNI’s Serie Oro 
(Gold Series), which ideally continues the narrative of Italian design begun in 2014 with 
the volume celebrating the first 60 YEARS of the magazine and 500 ITALIAN DESIGN ICONS 
Still in Production (December 2016). 

ICON MAKERS narrates the history and the present of Italian design through an overview 
of 100 protagonists in the field, selected and introduced in terms of their specific professional 
categories. Each section is edited with commentary by outstanding international design experts 
like Domitilla Dardi, Deyan Sudjic, Leonardo Sonnoli, to take stock of the evolution of roles 
and the forms of expertise involved in the world of contemporary design. 
Guest speakers representing entrepreneurship at an International level together with architects 
and designers will discuss the importance of the role of entrepreneurs and other key operators 
of the Italian design system in transforming the project of a designer in an innovative icon of design, 
managing expertise, knowledge and investments.
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GILDA BOJARDI

Editor-in-Chief since 1994 of the magazine INTERNI published by Mondadori; 
also Editor-in-Chief of all the publications of the INTERNI system: 
the Annuals (Cucina, Bagno, Contract); Interni Panorama, the supplement 
to Panorama, the weekly news magazine; the Design Index; the FuoriSalone 
Guide, the Mexico City/Milano guide and the Apps of the FuoriSalone and 
Zee Milano; KingSize, the preview of new products at the Salone del Mobile; 
and the website www.internimagazine.com. 

INTERNI, founded in 1954 as the first Italian interior design magazine, 
is now one of the leading international systems of communication on design, 

architecture and decor. Gilda Bojardi was also Editor-in-Chief of Grazia Casa from 2010 to 2015.

She invented the FuoriSalone, a project that began on an experimental basis in 1990, 
and has become the Design Week that fills the city of Milan every year, in the month of April, 
with over 450 events. As a curator, she creates and organizes cultural events and exhibitions 
in many different countries. 
In Italy, every year in April from 1998 to the present, she organizes an exhibition-event 
during Design Week in Milan on one of the major themes of the international design debate, 
inviting the most important international architects and designers to address the subject 
through the creation of micro-architecture.

With a law degree, in 2005 she was appointed Officier des Arts et des Lettres, 
by the French Ministry of Culture; in 2007 she received the Ambrogino d’Oro award 
from the City of Milan for the creation of the FuoriSalone, and in 2014 she was assigned 
the ITA Italian Talent Award by the Chamber of Deputies in Rome.
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INTERNI  The Magazine of Interiors and Contemporary Design

INTERNI, The Magazine of Interiors and Contemporary Design, completed its first 60 years in 2014, 
a period in which it has shared in the fantastic and adventurous story of Italian furniture and decor. The 
magazine has closely monitored the growth of design, brought about by the intuitions and efforts 
of brilliant men and women of culture, architects, designers and entrepreneurs of great insight 
and courage. In these six very special decades INTERNI has grown with design, as it spread and invaded all 
aspects of everyday life; the magazine has made an increasing commitment to the communication of design 
culture on an international level, promoting original creative alliances between designers, businesses, 
exponents of culture and sector professionals in the widest sense of the term. 
The monthly has developed over the years, under the direction of Gilda Bojardi, into a system 
of parallel publications, transforming the magazine from an elite media instrument to a mass-media 
player. INTERNI continues to be an intense, up-to-date observatory, reporting and forecasting trends in 
the fields of design and architecture. 
In the first half of the 1990s the magazine became part of the Periodicals of Gruppo Mondadori Editore, 
Italy’s leading publishing house. The activities of INTERNI also include the creation of the concepts and 
coordination of events and exhibitions, organized in the perspective of encouraging contact between those 
who design and those who produce. The themes of experimentation and temporary installations, in an 
effort to extend design culture to a wider audience, are the driving force behind 
the events organized since the end of the 1990s during the FuoriSalone in Milan. 
This world-famous urban happening that brings the city alive in the week of the Salone del Mobile began 
precisely through the initiative of INTERNI, in 1990; today the magazine coordinates the communications for 
about 450 events. After the launch of versions of INTERNI in Russia (2011), and China (2015), expansions of 
the international editions are now being programmed.  

www.internimagazine.it

INTERNI October 2017  
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Журнал №1 в Мире о Мебели и дизайне октябрь  2017

Обои, краски, цемент, 
металл и еще 10 
материалов для  
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Moscow Design Week
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INTERNI KingSizeINTERNI Annual 2017 
Kitchen - Bath - Contract   

INTERNI Panorama
3 issues per year

INTERNI November 2017

INTERNI
Design Index

INTERNI
Guida FuoriSalone

INTERNI Russia, since 2011  INTERNI China, since 2015  
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GIULIO CAPPELLINI

Milanese, in 1979 he took a degree in architecture, and later studied 
at the School of Corporate Management of Bocconi University in Milan. 

In 1979 he became part of Cappellini S.p.A., focusing first on corporate 
image and later on management. He personally oversees the image 
and products of all the brands of Cappellini, as art director and – in 
some cases – as a designer. Many Cappellini products are included 
in the permanent collections of leading contemporary art museums.  

Recently Time magazine listed him as one of the ten worldwide 
trendsetters of fashion and design and an ambassador of Italian design 

excellence in the world. Giulio Cappellini is also the art director of Ceramica Flaminia, 
a leading company in the bath furnishings sector, of Icone Luce, where he is developing an 
innovative project in the sector of industrial and interior design, and of Istituto Marangoni 
Design Campus. 

He also teaches as a visiting professor at many schools of architecture and design around 
the world, and organizes exhibitions and events with various institutions. 
He works with Oikos and Tod’s on special projects, in which he involves designers from all 
over the world. The most important international design magazines have published articles 
about his activities.

www.cappellini.it

1. LOCAL ICONS. GREETINGS FROM ROME, exhibition curated by Domitilla Dardi and Giulio Cappellini, 
MAXXI, Roma, 2015. 
2. DRUM, Mac Stopa, 2016. 
3. REVOLVING CABINET, Shiro Kuramata, 1970. 

1. 3.2.
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RENE GONZALEZ

Rene Gonzalez (AIA) is a Cuban-born architect with a Bachelor of Design 
degree from the University of Florida and a Master of Architecture degree 
from UCLA. In California he honed his skills under prominent architects like 
Richard Meier and Frank Israel. 
In 1997 in Miami he founded the award-winning firm Rene Gonzalez Architects, 
and he has since received a number of prestigious awards, including twelve 
Miami AIA Awards, Interior Design magazine’s Best of the Year Award for retail 
design, Metropolitan Home magazine’s Home of the Year Award for design 
excellence. He has been honored by Condé Nast's House & Garden as one of 50 
designers that represent the future of design on an international level. 

He believes that architecture should be a sensory experience. His work is based on the idea 
that buildings and spaces have a profound impact and should be designed to leave lasting, 
positive impressions. He seeks to distill the essence of a place by interpreting patterns, ideas, 
and cultural conditions rather than stylized architectural typologies or forms. 
The heightened experiential quality in his work is achieved through the manipulation 
of spaces, materials and our perception of them. Materials, often used in unexpected ways, 
and the composition of textures in the work take on a primary role in order to reveal the 
potential of architecture to be tactile, experiential and memorable. 
Rene is especially attuned to environmental issues that are affecting the world, and which 
will drastically alter design practice in the coming years. 

His firm’s work has been published in dozens of national and international publications. 
In February 2018, Monacelli will publish the first monograph on the firm’s work, entitled 
Not Lost in Translation. Rene has lectured and taught on architecture and design at UCLA, 
University of Virginia, University of Florida, University of Miami, Florida International 
University, Universidad San Francisco de Ecuador, and Universidad Central de Venezuela.

www.renegonzalezarchitects.com

1. ALCHEMIST JEWELRY boutique, Miami, FL, 2015. 
2. ICON Residence, Miami Beach, FL, 2010. 
Photos by Michael Stavaridis / courtesy Rene Gonzalez Architects.

1. 2.
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CAROLA HINOJOSA

Over the past three decades, Hinojosa Design Studio founder 
Carola Hinojosa has become one of Miami’s most respected designers. 
She has designed interiors for important private residences as well 
as luxury condominiums and hospitality properties in the United States 
and Latin America. 

Carola believes interiors should express the lifestyle of the people who relax 
and entertain within them. Her philosophy is that luxury has much to do 
with the power of simplicity. 

Clean lines, neutral palettes, and authentic materials are the foundation 
she works with to curate interiors as elegant as they are comfortable, as fresh as they 
are timeless. Light, color, and texture are brought together in perfect balance, and natural 
surroundings become a seamless extension of design. Symmetry and proportion evoke 
serenity while thoughtfully selected works of art lend richness. 

HinojosaDesign.com

1. Casa del Bosque, Mexico City. 2. The Sanctuary, Ocean Club Key Biscayne, FL.

1. 2.
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NASIR KASSAMALI

Originally from Kenya, though of Indian descent, Nasir Kassamali is an 
internationally acclaimed expert with an acute eye for timeless design. 
He travels the globe to lecture and consult on trade shows, furniture retailing 
and trends in the industry. He has been widely recognized for his insights 
and vast experience in the design world. 

His foresight and passion for design have made Luminaire a leading 
messenger for international design in the United States. With Nasir’s 
guidance, Luminaire’s locations in Miami (since 1974) and Chicago 
(in 1989) have become legendary for tirelessly and consistently premiering 

the newest and finest in international design. He and his wife Nargis were inspired 
not only by the exceptional quality and refined aesthetic of European design, but also 
the sophisticated awareness of its dialogue with human life. 

Today Luminaire represents the most important design manufacturers, including Agape, 
B&B Italia, Cappellini, Cassina, Davide Groppi, Edra, Established & Sons, Flos, Flexform, 
Ingo Maurer, Living Divani, Paola Lenti, Porro, Tecno, Vitra, Walter Knoll, Zanotta 
and more. For more than 40 years, Luminaire has consistently reached ever further in its 
mission to stimulate a public enlightened in Design. Throughout the years, Nasir and Nargis 
Kassamali have also been honored with numerous awards including most recently in 
2015 the renowned Game Changers Award by Metropolis Magazine. 

www.luminaire.com

1. LUMINAIRE LAB, 3901 NE 2nd Ave Miami, FL 33137. A third showroom, Luminaire Lab², 
4100 NE 2nd Ave, Miami, FL 33137, recently opened.  
2. LUMINAIRE CORAL GABLES, 2331 Ponce de Leon Blvd., Coral Gables, FL 33134.

1. 2.
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PIERO LISSONI

Architect, designer and art director, after graduating from Politecnico 
di Milano, PIERO LISSONI (1956) established in 1986 with Nicoletta Canesi 
the Lissoni Associati studio, a multi-disciplinary firm based in Milan that 
develops architectural, interior and industrial design projects. Graph.x, 
the graphic design firm, was established ten years later. In 2013, Lissoni 
Architettura was set up. In 2015 Lissoni Inc was established, based in New York, 
that deals directly with the American market. The firm employs around 70 people. 
Lissoni is art director of Alpi, Boffi, De Padova, Lema, Living Divani, Lualdi and 
Porro, for which he designs various products. Lissoni Associati has recently 
completed the showrooms for De Padova, Fantini, Alpi and Altagamma in 

Milan, Kerakoll Design Lab in Sassuolo, Lema in London. They come after the showrooms for 
Boffi, Cassina, Living Divani, Porro and Tecno, the Oste e Cuoco restaurant for Sicilian chef 
Filippo La Mantia (2015) and the restaurant D'O for the chef Davide Oldani (2016) in Milan. 
His architectural projects include the hotel Casa Fantini (2017) on the shores of Orta Lake; 
the recently inaugurated the Oberoi Al Zorah Beach Resort in Ajman in Arab Emirates (2017), 
the renovation of historic David Citadel Hotel in Jerusalem (2017); the Roomers Hotel Baden 
Baden in Germany (2016), the Grand Hotel Billia in Saint Vincent, Aosta (2013); 
the Conservatorium Hotel in Amsterdam (2011-2012); the Studio M Hotel in Singapore (2010); 
the Hotel Bellariva on Garda Lake (2010). Among his current projects there are the interior 
architecture of hotels and residences of the Middle House for the Swire Hotels group 
in Shanghai; the development of the 11 hotels for the Shilla Stay Hotels business hotel brand 
for the Samsung group; condos and villas for The Ritz-Carlton-Residences in Miami Beach. 
In 2017 the firm signed the interior design of the crossover motor yacht SX88 27m with 
Sanlorenzo shipyard, officially presented at the Cannes Yachting Festival and previewed 
at the Triennale in Milan. Piero Lissoni has received many honors and was appointed 
Honorary Member of the Altagamma International Council in Rome (2015).

www.lissoniassociati.com

1. A night view of THE OBEROI AL ZORAH BEACH RESORT, Ajman, UAE, 2017 (ph. Oberoi Hotels&Resort).
2. Moriki Restaurant, ROOMERS HOTEL, Baden-Baden, Germany, 2016 (ph. F. Cedrone).

1. 2.
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MIAMI IRONSIDE

Situated in Miami’s historic Upper Eastside neighborhood, the MIAMI IRONSIDE campus (est. 
2003) is recognized as a vibrant, mixed-use hub of co-share spaces for long term growth as well as 
nomadic work concepts with studios, showrooms, galleries and gardens creating a village style enclave.  
Envisioned by developer Ofer Mizrahi, who has been an active leader in the revitalization of Miami 
for more than 15 years, IRONSIDE is committed to curating the experience, to aligning the creative 
vision with the passion for destination place making.

In an area of over 180,000 square feet, IRONSIDE is a uniquely landscaped biodynamic environment 
both inside and out.  Alongside the railroad tracks, IRONSIDE is made up of a row of passive buildings 
reimagined with design strategies to create a signature pattern language.  With skylights, window walls 
and lush landscaping, one is drawn into the meanderings of pathways linking promenades and play 
areas to studios, shops, cafes, and restaurants, all converging on the central piazza which is anchored 
with public art and butterfly gardens. 

IRONSIDE exemplifies how sustainable architecture and design can contribute to a more enchanting 
and viable urban future. 

The multidisciplinary urban center recently launched The Loft and The Lobby spaces as an 
enhancement to the co-sharing of spaces and places on campus.

www.miamiironside.com

1. 2. MIAMI IRONSIDE, 7610 NE 4th Court, Miami, FL 33138.

1. 2.
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